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56 Geographical Literature and Maps 

is slow to give title but in some places is granting one and a quarter square 
miles free to prospective citizens who will build a house and begin cultiva- 
tion. With a railroad, prosperity will be immediate, and Captain Vallentin 
fears the English will build it. Mark Jefferson. 

The Flowing Road. Adventuring on the Great Rivers of South America. By 
Caspar Whitney. 319 pp. Maps, ills., index. J. B. Lippincott Co., Philadel- 
phia, 1912. $3. 9x6. 

This book is a narrative of adventures on several rivers of South America, 
notably the Orinoco, with its tributaries, the Portuguesa, Apure and Casi- 
quiare; the Rio Negro, of the Amazon system; and the Salado and Feliciano, 
of the Parana system. Incidents of land trips in the llanos of Venezuela, 
forests of Brazil, and Argentine pampas, are also told briefly. There is a 
closing chapter on outfitting for jungle travel, which contains much sound 
advice. 

The narrative deals chiefly with the interior of Venezuela, in the section 
where the Orinoco and Amazon tributaries interlock and are linked. The 
things told are the incidents of travel through a wild region, and the abun- 
dance of interesting items of natural history which the practical observer 
gathers in such a journey. Descriptions of the natives and their ways of 
living are perhaps the most valuable items among the many that are recorded. 
As a result, the reader is given a rather full idea of the conditions prevailing 
in the upper valleys of the Orinoco system. The pleasing style, for which the 
author is already well known, is found fully as effective here as in any of 
his other books. There are numerous good illustrations. 

Walter S. Tower. 

AFRICA 

The Temple ofDeudur. Par Aylward M., Blackman. In series: Les Temples 
Immerges de la Nubie. Service des Antiquites de l'Egypte. 114 pp. Ills., 
indices. Imprimerie de l'lnst. Francais d'Archeol. Orientale, Cairo, 1911. 348 
piastres. 14 x 10. 

This handsome volume, in which both the text and illustrations are by 
Mr. Blackman, is one of a special series brought out by the Department of 
Antiquities in Egypt. The studies comprised in that series are devoted to the 
description of temples a little south of Aswan which are threatened by the 
raising of the great dam. They are intended to be technical and exhaustive, 
so that even the more intelligent of winter tourists will scarcely care to attack 
them, but the professed Egyptologist will be grateful to the Government for 
the closeness and accuracy of its records. 

Mr. Blackman is one of the younger Oxford Egyptologists, and had every 
reason to feel highly complimented when Sir Gaston Maspero selected him to 
execute this important work. He has performed his task with conscientiousness 
and care, and the volume is fully equal in quality to any of its predecessors. 
Of the 120 pages of photographic illustrations all come up to a relatively high 
standard, while many are conspicuously good. The hieroglyphic texts are 
well reproduced and the descriptive letterpress is skilfully interwoven with 
them. The printer has generally been kind, though the spelling " ef ace " and 
"sovran" show that his mastery of English was imperfect; and his choice 
of type for numerals was genuinely unfortunate. The inconsistency between 
the spelling of " Dendur " in the letterpress and " Dandour " on the plates 
should also have been avoided. 

The author takes every scene in the temple and describes it minutely, 
according to a set schematic form. Every inscription is reproduced in the 
conventional hieroglyphic transcription, a difficult and laborious task which 
those who have attempted it will appreciate. It needs a very highly trained 
and experienced scholar to detect the original readings on a blurred and 
worn stone. Even a Lepsius has made many a blunder, and the copies of 
more than one famous philologist are almost useless, so that the whole value 
of such work as this depends upon the personal qualifications of the individual. 
The present reviewer, who has spent many a day with Mr. Blackman under 



